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power. Naturally, the minds of the people were perturbed and
they were prone to accept new ideas from whatever quarter they
came. Islam appeared upon the scene with a simple formula
of faith, well-defined dogmas and rites, and democratic theories
of social organisation. It produced a tremendous effect, and,
before the first quarter of the ninth century was over, the last of
the Cheraman Perumal Kings of Malabar who reigned at
Kodungallur had become a convert to the new religion.20
According to traditional accounts, his conversion was due to a
dream in which he saw the splitting of the moon. He happened
just then to meet a party of Muslims who were returning from
Ceylon, their leader Shaikh Sekke Uddm interpreted the dream,
admitted him into the Muslim fold and gave him the name of
*Abdur Rahman Samri. After his conversion the king left
Malabar for Arabia and landed at Shahr where he died four
years later. He sent from there Malik ibn Dinar, Sharf ibn
Malik, Malik ibn Habib and their family to Malabar with a
letter of instructions regarding the government of his dominions
and the reception of the Muslims. They were treated hospitably
and were permitted to build mosques. As a consequence
mosques were erected at eleven places on the Malabar coast. ,
The conversion of the king must have produced a deep
impression upon the mind of the people. The memory of the
event is still kept fresh in Malabar. For instance, at the installa-
tion of the Zamorin, it is the practice to have him shaved and-
dressed like a Musalman, and crowned by a Mappilla.21 After
the coronation, the Zamorin is treated like an outcaste, he is not
allowed to sit and dine with even the members of his own*
household and no Nayar would touch him. The Zamorin is
supposed to occupy the throne only as a Viceroy awaiting the
Rfcim of Cheraman Perumal from Arabia. The Maharajahs of
Travancore on receiving the sword at their coronations have still
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